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June 9th, 2010
Dear ALTs,
Allow us to give you a big otsukare sama deshita!  Whether or not your students ultimately end up with a prize or an invitation to HEC Camp in their hands, the coaching and encouragement you’ve given will go a long way in building their confidence as English students.  Thank you for all of your work so far, and we look forward to working with you and your students in the near future at HEC Camp!

In the next few days we’ll e-mail the more-detailed HEC Camp Packet, which elaborates on the logistics and registration for HEC Camp.  Until then, this letter should help you answer any immediate basic questions you receive from your students, and more importantly get them excited for an AMAZING opportunity!

ALTs of students who have been wait-listed are encouraged to continue reading this letter and the HEC Camp Packet.  If your student is selected, you can answer his or her questions about Camp and be ready to get him or her registered as soon as possible.

ABOUT CAMP

The purpose of HEC Camp is to provide a safe, fun English immersion environment by giving campers the unique opportunity to leave the classroom and interact with native English speakers.  Rather than worry about grammar and vocabulary, we are proud year after year to see students lose their inhibitions about speaking English and leave the camp with a more confident and positive attitude with their English abilities.
This year’s HEC Camp will take place from noon on July 24th to noon on July 28th at the Hokkaido Kodomo no Kuni Campground in Sunagawa City, Hokkaido.  The campground has its own kitchen and washrooms with clean running water and students will sleep in tents (provided by HEC) with 2-3 other campers.  Although there is no shower on site, we do visit a sento on the 2nd and 4th days, and onsen on the 3rd day to allow the campers to bathe.

Daytime activities include a scavenger hunt among miniaturized world heritage sites, playwriting and play performance, sports activities and the Crazy Olympics, singing and dancing, arts and crafts, hiking, letter-writing, eating delicious foreign foods and more!

BEFORE CAMP
Registration forms for all students who are offered a position at camp will be included in the HEC Camp Packet.  If your student decides not to attend, he or she should formally decline rather than not reply.  This way, we can offer spaces to the next student without unnecessary delays.  If we do not receive a response by June 21st, we will assume a response of “no.”
Transportation is to be arranged by the students and their parents. Sunagawa is about a 40-minute train ride, or a 1½-hour drive, northeast of Sapporo (towards Asahikawa).  The HEC Camp Packet will have train and bus schedules to and from Sunagawa and a local map to help parents who drive their children.

Campers may be hesitant to come because they don’t know anyone else going or are nervous about speaking English for five days.  Do your best to assure them that camp is a ton of fun, and that by the time it comes time to part ways with the new friends they’ve made at HEC, their nervousness will certainly be a distant memory.  In case of emergencies, there are a few native Japanese speakers volunteering, as well as HEC Camp participants from last year enrolled in our Junior Leaders Program.  And if any students have minor scheduling conflicts, please e-mail John and Bethan as soon as possible.  They may still be able to attend camp on a case-by-case basis.
If the parents are hesitant to let their child attend a camp organized entirely by English-speakers, please ensure them that making sure their child is safe and having a good time are our top priorities.  The camp is endorsed by the Office of the Governor of Hokkaido, is fully insured, has its own camp nurse trained in first-aid, and that there is an emergency shelter minutes from the campground.  Again, in case of an emergency we have several Japanese volunteers who can help communicate.

We are more than glad to field any general questions that get sent our way, but please wait for the camp packet before asking for details.

Once again, we are very excited to work with a whole new batch of energetic students and ALTs!  Of course, if your students’ efforts have inspired you, we are still accepting applications for volunteers for HEC Camp, which can be found on the HAJET website.

Sincerely,

John Nguyen




Bethan Evans
HEC Camp Co-Coordinator 

HEC Camp Co-Coordinator 

heccamp@gmail.com

http://www.hajet.org/hec/
