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Senior Division

Hokkaido English Challenge
2023

Senior High School Test

Version 1

This test manuscript contains 12 pages (including this page).  There should be
enough duplicates of page 10 and page 11 to give a fresh copy to each student.
There should also be one blank page for each student for note taking (page 12).
Please make sure you have received all pages now.

If the test envelope does not contain the full 12 pages of the test manuscript
plus enough student supplements, temporarily suspend administering the
test to the current student and immediately contact the HEC Test Committee
Chair. The test should not be administered in the event of missing test
materials. A new test will be sent to you.

HEC Test Committee Chair:
Curran Chapman

hajet.hec.test@gmail.com

**ATTENTION!**
● There are six sections in this test.
● Please carefully read the directions before beginning each section.
● Some sections are timed while others are not.
● Students may take notes in certain sections.
● Students may NOT take any notes or other materials away with them after

the test.

Please watch the video immediately following the administration of the test. It is
your responsibility to ensure that all your video entries are recorded properly.
Improperly recorded tests will significantly limit your student’s chances of
success.  HEC is not obliged to allow a retest or offer a refund.

CHECK YOUR RECORDINGS BEFORE YOU MAIL THEM!

mailto:hajet.hec.test@gmail.com
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SECTION ONE: WARM-UP QUESTIONS

This is a warm-up section. Please speak slowly and clearly. In step 3, please
select questions you think your student will be most comfortable with.
Remember that this is supposed to be fun; smile!

● Questions may be repeated once (asked twice in total).
● There is NO time limit.
● The student may NOT take notes.

Step 1: Please read the following introductory statement:
“Section One: Warm-up questions.  I will ask you some easy questions.”

Step 2: Please ask the student the following three required questions:

1. What is your name?
2. How old are you?
3. What is the name of your school?

Step 3: Please ask the student five additional questions from the following list.
Please choose questions that you believe your student will be most
comfortable with.

1. What is your favorite animal?
2. What time did you wake up this morning?
3. What is your math teacher’s name?
4. What is your favorite subject?
5. Do you have any brothers or sisters?
6. What elementary school did you go to?
7. What will you eat for dinner today?
8. How many pets do you have?
9. When is your birthday?
10. What is your favorite sport?
11. What will you do next weekend?
12. Do you study English every day?
13. Where do you want to go for summer vacation?
14. What is your favorite place in Hokkaido?
15. How many textbooks do you have?
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SECTION TWO: PICTURE QUESTIONS

In this section, the student will be given a picture (Section 2: Picture – Student
Copy). You will ask the student three required questions, and then the student
will ask you three questions about the picture. Please give brief, relevant
responses to your student’s questions.

● Questions addressed to the student may be repeated once (asked twice in
total).

● There is NO time limit.
● The student may NOT take notes.

Step 1: Give the student the supplement titled Section 2: Picture Questions–
Student Copy

Step 2: Read the following introductory statement: “Section Two: Picture
Questions.  Please look at this picture.  I will ask you three questions.”

Step 3: Ask the student the following questions one by one. Allow the student to
respond between each question. Do not show the student the written
questions.  You may repeat each question once (asked twice in total).

1. How many trees are there?
2. How many children are dancing?
3. What instrument is the girl playing?

Step 4: Have the student ask you three questions about the picture. Suggested
sentence: “Great! Now, please ask me three questions.” Please give brief
and relevant responses to your student’s questions.
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SECTION THREE: HOW TO…

In this section, the student will demonstrate his or her ability to explain a process
in a systematic and methodical way.  You will ask the student to describe how to
do one of the tasks or activities listed in step one.

● There is NO time limit.
● The student may NOT take notes.

Step 1: Choose one of the three ‘How to…’ options below:

● How to call your friend
● How to make miso soup
● How to study for a test

Step 2: Please read the following introductory sentence to the student:

“Let’s begin Section 3. I will ask you how to do something. Tell me as
much as you can. Ready? Please tell me how to _______.” (insert your
selection)
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SECTION FOUR: LISTENING COMPREHENSION

In this section, you will read a passage twice to the student and then ask four
questions about the content.

● There is NO time limit.
● The student MAY take notes.
● The student may NOT see the text.
● The questions are asked only ONCE before the reading, but they may be

repeated an UNLIMITED number of times after the text has been read.

Step 1: Read the following introductory sentence to the student: “Section Four:
Listening Comprehension. You can take notes. There are four questions.
First, I will read all the questions. Then, I will read the story twice.
Then, I will ask you the four questions again, and you can give the
answers. Here are the four questions:” (Questions are found following
step 4.)

Step 2: Please slowly and clearly ask the student questions one through four. Do
NOT leave enough time for the student to write down the questions
word for word.

Step 3: Read the text twice with a small pause between the readings. Do NOT
show the text to the student.

Step 4: Ask the student questions one through four again. Allow the student to
respond between each question.

1. What day does Sara usually eat breakfast with her family?
2. What do Sara and Tom want to buy?
3. What are they going to eat for lunch?
4. How does Sara feel about tomorrow?
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SECTION FIVE: COMIC DESCRIPTION

In this section, the student will look at a simple comic and describe what he or
she sees and thinks is happening.

● The student has THREE MINUTES of preparation time and FOUR
MINUTES to respond.

● You MAY give the student a 30 second warning before each of the time
limits is up.

● The student MAY take notes.

Step 1: Give the student the page titled Section 5: Comic Description – Student
Copy.

Step 2: Read the following introductory sentence: “Section Five: Comic
Description. Please look at this picture for three minutes. Then, please
tell me about it.  You can use a pen and paper to make notes.”

Step 3: Allow the student to review the comic for three minutes. You may warn
the student when there are only 30 seconds left.

Step 4: Once three minutes has elapsed, ask the student to tell you about the
comic in two minutes. Suggested sentence: “Please tell me about this
comic. You have four minutes. Ready? Go.” You may warn the student
when there are only 30 seconds left.
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SECTION SIX: TWENTY QUESTIONS

In this section, you take on the identity of a person, a place, or a thing. The
student has five minutes to ask you 20 yes/no questions to gather information in
order to determine your identity. You must take on the identity of the person,
place, or thing indicated below. Information about each is provided. Please read
the information before beginning this section.

● The student MAY take notes.
● Should the student guess your identity in fewer than 20 questions, you

may play again using one of the remaining two identities. However the
limit of 20 questions does NOT reset and the student will only have the
remaining questions from the first round to determine the second
identity.

● The game ends after five minutes, after a total of 20 questions have been
asked, or after all three identities have been determined, whichever comes
first.

● Please warn your student when there are only two questions left.
● You MAY warn the student when there are 30 seconds left.
● If you do not know the answer to a question, you may respond with “I

don’t know,” and that question will NOT count towards the 20-question
limit.

● You may only respond to questions that can be answered in a yes/no
structure. However, nuanced answers such as “maybe,” “sometimes,” etc.
may be given if a definite answer cannot be given. Please be sure your
nuanced answer does not give excessive information. These questions
WILL count towards the 20-question limit.

Step 1: Please read all the directions, rules, and identity descriptions before
beginning this section.

Step 2: Please choose one of the three identities listed below that you believe
the student would know best.

Step 3: Read the following introductory sentence: “Section 6: 20 Questions. We
have five minutes. You can take notes. Please ask me yes-or-no
questions. *pause* I’m a ____________.” (Insert “person,” “place,” or “thing”
as appropriate.) Please keep a tally of how many questions are
asked.

Person: Totoro
Place: Los Angeles
Thing: Cup
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Person: Totoro
Totoro is a famous character

from the movie My Neighbor Totoro.
It was created by Studio Ghibli and
Hayao Miyazaki. The movie was
released in 1988. Totoro is from
Japan.
Colors: gray and white/beige.
Height: 2.1 meters (7 feet)
Personality: friendly, kind, helpful

Place: Los Angeles
Los Angeles is a famous American city. With 3.8 million people, it is one of

the biggest cities in the US based on population. It has a long history and is
culturally relevant to American life and art, specifically film.

Population: 3.849 million
State: California
Country: USA
Known for: Hollywood and the Hollywood Sign, Paramount Pictures Studios,
Venice Beach, beaches, surfing, movie stars, movies.

Thing: Cup
A dish that holds beverages.

The test is now over. Please congratulate your student for his or her hard work.
Collect all papers and test materials from the student. The student may NOT
leave with any notes or testing materials.
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SECTION TWO: PICTURE QUESTIONS – STUDENT COPY
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SECTION FIVE: COMIC DESCRIPTION – STUDENT COPY
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STUDENT NOTE PAGE


